Sodium dodecyl sulfate (SDS)-based whole-mount in situ hybridization of Xenopus laevis embryos.
We describe a streamlined whole-mount in situ hybridization protocol that utilizes high concentrations of the detergent sodium dodecyl sulfate (SDS). Our results suggest that SDS is an effective blocking agent in Xenopus laevis embryos which permeabilizes membranes without disrupting morphology. Consequently, riboprobes appeared to disperse uniformly within the embryo and several arduous and/or laborious steps of conventional procedures could be eliminated without compromising the technique.